
THE GARDEN CLUB OF TORONTO

ANNUAL REPORT
2019-2020



b

THE GARDEN CLUb OF TORONTO  –  ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020

Table of Contents

From the President ������������������� 1

Bringing Greenspace to 
Toronto Communities ���������������2

From Children to Seniors: 
Our Charitable Activities 
at a Glance �����������������������������������5

Financial Highlights for 
the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year �������� 7

Thank You to Our Donors  �������8

Our Vision
Sharing the wonder of 
nature through education, 
engagement and creativity.

Our Mission
Volunteers inspiring our 
community through a 
focus on floral artistry, 
horticulture, community 
and environmental projects 
with a commitment to 
education and charitable 
activities.
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From the President
“Volunteers inspiring our community through a focus 
on floral artistry and horticulture with a commitment 
to education and the environment through charitable 
initiatives.”

The year 2019 saw the Garden Club of Toronto (GCT) 
involved in a range of activities that supported our mission 
statement. The Club had an active membership of 312 
members. At our monthly General Meetings, in addition 
to the regular floral design and horticulture competitions 
members enjoyed guest speakers on a range of topics from 

“Edibles in the Urban Landscape”, “Preserving and Protecting 
our Built and the Natural 
Heritage” to “The Way We Were: 
Floral Design Facts, Fashions and 
Design through Three Eras”. The 
charity selected for this year’s 
Do Unto Others meeting in 
November was the Angel Nanny 
Network.

When we were not busy growing 
plants, tending to our own 
gardens and creating floral 
artistry, Club members were 
working to create and tend to 
gardens in many areas of the 
City of Toronto. The creation of 
the Children’s Teaching Garden 
at Allan Gardens was the newest 
project embarked on by the 
Projects Committee. In addition 
to large projects, ongoing 
initiatives such as scholarships, 
the Teaching Garden at the 
Toronto Botanical Garden (TBG), and outreach activities 
including the Fragrant Garden at the Canadian Helen 
Keller Centre continued to keep members of the Projects 
Committee engaged in community work.

In order to support these projects, the Club held a number 
of fundraisers in 2019. These included participation in the 
Get the Jump on Spring with the sale of spring planters, 
a very successful Bridge Day, a hanging basket sale 
and participation in the Holiday Market at the Toronto 
Botanical Garden. Enterprising (and very crafty) members 
worked through the summer and fall to create handcrafts 
for sale; seasonal planter inserts were created and sold as 
were table centerpieces. Members took on the challenge 

of decorating the entry and 
hallway of the TBG to set 
the festive atmosphere.

As learning is a valued component of belonging to such a 
large and diverse club, numerous courses and workshops 
were on offer throughout the year. In 2019 the Horticulture 

Committee prepared 6 
workshops on a variety of topics 
from how to create a Fairy 
Garden to the joy of forcing 
bulbs. Floral Design held four sets 
of courses to appeal to a range of 
skill levels for our talented floral 
artists, many of whom compete 
and judge internationally. 
Experienced designers stretched 
their skills in a Master Class series 
devoted to amongst other topics 
Satellite and Synergistic designs. 
In addition to the courses, there 
were 6 one-day workshops. One 
which was very popular for our 
members dealt with Multimedia 
art in low relief. And for the less 
serious designers we held two 
sessions of “Fun With Flowers”. 

The theme of this year’s Toronto 
Flower Show at Canada Blooms 

was “A Family Affair”. Our participation in Canada Blooms 
continued to keep our members engaged and involved. 
How busy were we? Some statistics might paint the picture. 
There were 208 entries in horticulture, 112 in floral design, 
300 volunteer hours at the show (this doesn’t take into 
account all the hours spent in preparation and planning!), 
20 pop-up demonstrations, and 10 international designers. 
It was a spectacular show as always!

On behalf of the Board, a huge thank you goes out to all of 
our members who so enthusiastically supported the Garden 
Club in 2019. Their participation in so many of the Club 
events, work in teaching courses and workshops, hands on 
work in gardens, and financial support of our projects has 
been inspiring. 

Margaret Betts 
President 2018-2020

Cover photo: Spadina House. Photo by Ruth Hannigan.

Lorraine Luski and other Garden Club of Toronto volunteers 
making baskets for sale at Get the Jump on Spring.
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Bringing Greenspace to 
Toronto Communities
Since 1946, the Garden Club of Toronto (GCT) has been committed to 
creating and restoring civic gardens and to bringing the wonder of nature to 
communities across the City of Toronto. Over our history, we have invested 
close to $14 million in today’s dollars on these projects, along with the countless 
volunteer hours and commitment of our members. The following is a snapshot of 
the projects that were our focus in 2019-2020.
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Thanks to a generous $1 million dollar donation from the 
Dalglish Family Foundation, in recognition of 50 years 
of membership, the Garden Club of Toronto is working 
with the Toronto Regional Conservation Authority on the 
Meadoway – an ambitious project to transform 16 km 
of hydro corridor (from Bermondsey to Rouge River) into 
a large linear urban park. The Garden Club of Toronto 
is planning a destination park at the Pharmacy and 
Ashtonbee Road entry point to the Meadoway. The Garden 
Club of Toronto Meadoway Entry Park is scheduled for 
completion in the fall of 2023. 

Since 2002, volunteers from the Garden Club of Toronto 
have worked with deaf-blind people with limited or no 
sight or hearing at the Canadian Helen Keller Training 
Center. Every week from April to October our volunteers 
help residents and their intervenors plant gardens that 
produce vegetables and flowers to be enjoyed by residents 
and clients of this Centre.

“I really missed the Garden Club this spring. I 
really enjoyed going to the Garden Center to get 
the plants and planting them with Garden Club 
volunteers. It was great to see the flowers and 

vegetables grow 
and the nice part 
was taking 
vegetables home. 
It cut down on the 
grocery bill a bit. It 
was great fun 
working with all 
the others and I 
benefited from all 
the fresh air and 
sunshine I got!”

Audry Southorn
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Allan Gardens. Photo By Ruth Hannigan.

One component of the revitalization of Allan Gardens and 
its historic Conservatory is the installation of a teaching 
garden to help educate children in this high priority 
neighbourhood on the importance of sustainable gardening 
and growing food. The GCT raised $100,000 to fund the 
Allan Gardens Teaching Garden, which is scheduled for 
completion in 2021. 

The Toronto Botanical Garden is beginning important work 
to restore the newly acquired ravine at Wilket Creek. Part 
of this work is to determine which native perennials would 
have the best chance to grow at this site. To assist in this 
research, the Garden Club funded the purchase of Red Oak 
seedlings and other native plants and has planted them 
in the trial beds. With the help of the TBG ecologist, the 
Club will monitor these plants, conduct plant counts and 
harvest seeds. 

The Club is collaborating with the Metropolitan United 
Church to be part of the restoration of the large green 
space surrounding the Church in the downtown core. This 
space is one of Toronto’s largest urban gardens and an 
essential gathering spot for downtown residents.

In 2014, a group of tree-loving people came together to 
transform the Highway of Heroes into a living tribute to 
Canada’s veterans. By the time the campaign is completed, 
a total of two million trees - a tree for every Canadian 
service person since Confederation – will be planted. The 
GCT was an original sponsor of the Highway of Heroes 
Campaign and has created an entry garden opposite 
the Coroner’s Office in Toronto, the symbolic end of the 
Highway. This year, the GCT funded the installation of 
benches in this space to enhance the use of the garden as a 
place of reflection and contemplation. 

The Garden Club of Toronto has a long history of 
collaboration with the Toronto Botanical Garden (TBG) 
beginning from the time the Club lobbied Metro Parks and 
Recreation to create Toronto’s first Civic Garden Centre at 
Leslie and Lawrence. The GCT was a major contributor to 
the TBG Entry Gardens designed by Piet Oudolf, world-
renowned Dutch garden designer. The Club continues to 
support the TBG Teaching Garden, providing funding and 
volunteers annually. As the result of a generous bequest 
from long time Club member, Joan Avery, we will be 
enhancing the entrance to the teaching garden next year.
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Working with Toronto Community Housing, the Garden 
Club donated funding and expertise to help design and 
plant gardens at the Overlea Seniors Residence. The 
Overlea is in Flemingdon Park, one of the City’s priority 
neighbourhoods and the new gardens are a welcome place 
for residents to gather together and enjoy the outdoors.

“Garden Club volunteers came to our community 
almost two years ago to help us make our 
garden beautiful again. They were generous 
with their time, manpower and funding. They 
did everything from buying soil, plants and 
trees, to planting them in our gardens. 

We are now enjoying our garden more, enjoying 
the magnificence of what they did to our part of 
the world. Residents now enjoy spending time 
in the garden, especially during the summer 
when we can have our coffee and picnics 
without having to leave our homes. The Garden 
Club organizers helped us be more mindful of 
what we have because of them.

We are forever grateful for the help of the 
Garden Club of Toronto in making our 
community beautiful again.”

Christina Luta 
Member: Overlea Garden Club

“What I love about St. James Park is that it truly 
is a community crossroad: the pathways literally 
form an X. Neighbours, no matter where they are 
headed, cut though the park and once there, they 
linger to connect with others or to admire the 
history, art or cathedral architecture… I love to 
stroll through the garden in the evenings when 
blooms are fragrant and rich in colour from the 
mellow light of dusk… With the new pavilion, 
playground and tree deck, the park sees a lot 
more activity, and it is wonderful how the new 
groupings of benches in the plaza and around 
the fountain give one a sense of community 
connection, even if sitting alone in contemplation. 
Of course, those spaces encourage serendipitous 
conversations: … a hallmark of a strong 
community.”

Kristine Morris

Kristine Morris, Chair of the Friends of St. Jame’s Park. 
Photo by Ruth Hannigan.
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From Children to Seniors: Our 
Charitable Activities at a Glance

Floral design and 
gardening is not 
just fun – it is 
therapeutic. What 
better way to 
take your mind 
off an illness or 
physical 
challenges than 
learning about 
floral 
arrangements 
and design with 

other like-minded women who share your concerns? In 
2019-2020, the Garden Club’s Outreach Program delivered 
floral design workshops at Gilda’s Place, the YWCA 
Residence on Woodlawn, the YWCA’s Indigenous Women’s 
Residence on Elm Street, and the Salvation Army’s Meighen 
Manor. We also delivered a series of workshops in which 
the participants learned new skills in the company of other 
women dealing with cancer, loneliness, and economic 
hardships, while sharing laughter in a fun and supportive 
environment. This year, our Outreach Program volunteers 
also designed and planted gardens at the House of 
Compassion, a home for people living with schizophrenia. 

The gardens at Compassion House. Photo by Janet Rowley.

Volunteers planting at the YWCA Elm Street 
From left to right: Marg Betts, Renee Clegg and Suzanne Firth.

Volunteer, Catherine Copeland at the YWCA Elm Street.

We’re not sure if our Outreach Programs  
are more rewarding for the participants  

or for our many talented and committed volunteers! 

YWCA Woodlawn Volunteers: From left to right 
Donna Buss, Jacqui Miller, Margo Morgan and 
Mynt Gillespie.
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Every year the Garden Club of Toronto awards scholarships 
to students studying horticulture and landscape design 
at post-secondary institutions in Ontario. In 2019-2020, 
the Club awarded five $1,500 scholarships to students at 
Fanshawe College, Humber College, and the Universities 
of Guelph and Toronto. This financial aid helps aspiring 
horticulturists and designers continue their education 
and helps the Garden Club achieve one of its strategic 
objectives – investing in the future. Congratulations to this 
year’s scholarship recipients. 

Green Explorers

    

Promoting a love of the outdoors and a respect for the 
environment, the TBG’s Green Explorers Program is a one 
week summer camp for children aged 10 - 15. Campers 
explore the TBG and the adjacent Wilket Creek Ravine and 
are exposed to the wonders of nature and the fragility of 
our environment. Every year, the Garden Club of Toronto 
sends 10 children who could not otherwise afford the camp 
fees to Green Explorers. Over the years, these small annual 
subsidies have resulted in a priceless experience for many 
campers. But don’t just take our word for it! 

    

Chair of the Holiday Market, Ellen Carr, and Chair of Development, 
Darlene Frampton, selling crafts and seasonal greenery lovingly made 
by our talented Garden Club members for the annual Holiday Market. 
Proceeds from the sale help support the many charitable activities of 
the Club.

“I studied at Humber College and received 
a Landscape Technician Diploma. The 
scholarship I received from the Garden Club of 
Toronto paid for continuing education courses 
and the exam that will give me my GRP (Green 
Roof Professional) certification.

I now work at a company called Ginkgo 
Sustainability and I do a mixture of horticulture 
design and maintenance. The best part of 
this company is that they design, install, and 
maintain green roofs and walls, which is 
exactly what I wanted to do! I am actually 
now leading the division that takes care of the 
landscaping in urban areas. For example, there 
are green roofs we take care of that also have 
large outdoor terraces with planters built-in. 
So I take care of those areas because of my 
knowledge of plants. It’s all very exciting! I 
wouldn’t have been able to sign up for that if it 
wasn’t for them, and I believe it helped me to 
land my dream job. For that, I will always be 
grateful.”

Kelley Di Fiore
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Financial Highlights for 
the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year
The financial statements for the year ended on June 30, 
2020 were prepared by the firm of Gilmore and Company. 
Overall, the statements show a positive balance in all our 
funds of $678,770, indicating that the Club is in a healthy 
financial position. There is a further $515.439 in deferred 
contributions which are designated to specific charitable 
proceeds. While our major projects are fully funded, and 
we are on solid financial footing in terms of administration, 
there is a need on an annual basis to replenish our funds 

for our ongoing smaller projects and the scholarships 
that we provide on an annual basis. As our event-based 
fundraising is suspended for the foreseeable future due 
to COVID restrictions, we will be relying on the generous 
support of our donors to help fund our charitable activities 
next year.

The full audited statements are available on our website or 
on request.

Avery 
Entrance Garden
$10,000

Allan Gardens 
Teaching Garden*
$1,270

TBG - 
Teaching Garden
Scholarships
$4,169

General Fund
$250,327

GCT Entry Park
Meadoway
$500,000

Projects*
$269,855

*See Page 13 of Financial Statement for breakdown

Awards
$47,769

Gift & Tribute
$8,850

Contingency Fund
$101,969

Deferred Contributions
$515,439

Funding
$678,770

https://thegardencluboftoronto.ca/resources/Documents/Financials/GARDEN%20CLUB%20OF%20TORONTO%20FS%202020-signed.pdf
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Thank You to Our Donors 
We would like to thank our members and external donors who have supported 
our charitable activities in 2019-2020. We would not be able to make the 
difference we do in Toronto communities without the generous support of 
our donors. 
Diana Adams
Debbie Allan
Marisa Bergagnini
Douglas Bodley
Ronald and Joyce Bonar
Annie Bowker
Ruth Brown
Eloise Carmichael
Ellen Carr
Ellen Clark
Renee Clegg
Margaret Colman
Anne Cook
Virginia Cooper
Robert and Flora Courteau
Nora Cowie
Wanda Crickmay
Elizabeth Crookston
Richard and Elizabeth Currie
Warren and Jennifer Dakin
Dalglish Family Foundation
Camilla Dalglish
Andrew Dalton
Katherine Dembroski
Linne Dobbin

Jean Edgar
Rosemary Edwards
Jeffrey Ehrlich
Norman Elliott
Marilyn Field
Beverley Flint
Andrew Foss
Darlene Frampton
Mark and Pat Fuller
Trudy Grantham
Joy Gray-Donald
Alison Gibson
Derryn Gill
Kim Gould
John and Elizabeth Hallerman
Dexter Halsall
Mary Ham
Ruth Hannigan
Beverly Hargraft
Wendy Harris
Sarah Turner Hawtin
Margaret Hayes
Horticulture Committee
Edna Jarrett
Erica Johansson

Joyce Johnson
Mary Margaret Johnson
Donalda Kelk
Saskia Kessler
Audrey King
Elizabeth Lambert
Barbara Langs
Joyce Lazier
Judith Legere
Mary M.B.D. Lewis
Janette Macdonald
Donald and Patricia Maulson
Katharyn Maulson
Deborah Maw
Julia Mclaughlin
William Mcneil
Carolyn Moras
Diane Mulock
Mary and Stan Neal
Marilyn Olivares
Isabela Ozamiz
Crissa Pakkidis
Jane Pask
Catherine and John Pearcey
Barbara Quinn

Beth Ratcliffe
Julie Reid
Sandra Rosch
Donald Ross
Adele Salvagno
Barbara Scott
Graeme Secord
Katherine Shaw
Bruce Shepherd
Alice Shulman
Helen Skinner
Ibolya Smith
Margaret Spence
Alan Thomas
Dorothea Thompson
Marylou Tigert
Roz Titley
Joy Waldie
Marilyn White
Beth Whyte
Julia Wood
Cate Woodward
Donald Worth
Anonymous

To make a donation, please visit 
www.thegardecluboftoronto.ca or send a cheque payable 
to the Garden Club of Toronto.

All donations over $20.00 will receive a charitable receipt.

Charitable Registration No. 119234508RR0001

We apologize for any errors or omissions. 

https://www.thegardencluboftoronto.ca


The Garden Club of Toronto
777 Lawrence Avenue East
Toronto, ON M3C 1P2
416-447-5218
office@thegardencluboftoronto.ca

Every attempt has been made to recognize photographers when known. 
We apologize if appropriate credit has not been given.
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